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Message from the Chancellor

IMPLEMENTING THE MASTER PLANS

[t is always good to see plans come to fruition. Any vear that we can complete
$28 million worth of construction to provide additional educational opportunities for
our future students is a good year. The $11 million science building on the Beebe cam-
pus opened for fall classes and has enabled us to provide additional science classes for
students. Most of our highly qualified science faculty have doctorates and now have
wortld-class facilities and equipment.

The academic building at ASU-Heber Springs will be open for fall and the stu-
dent services building will be open during the fall at a construction cost of over $17
million. These two beautiful buildings at the base of Sugar LLoat Mountain, a landmark
in Cleburne County, will be the beginning of the development of a beautiful campus
at Heber Springs.

At the Searcy campus, we have developed a master plan, spent more than $1

million in HVAC repaits and new roofs, and added a new face for the entrance to the

Dr. Eugene McKay

campus. Beginning in January, we hope to renovate and expand the shop areas and add
new equipment at a cost of nearly $6 million. This work should enable us to attract more students into technical
/vocational programs and provide higher quality programs.

We could not have done any of these things without the support of the people who voted to give us the high-
er education bonds money, the people of Cleburne County who continue to support our efforts, and our friends in
the legislature who have consistently supported our efforts. Since education is the key to economic development of
our state, these investments should have a significant impact on the economic development of this region of the state
as well as on the lives of individuals and their families.

We have also added several new programs of study to meet the needs of future students. A new Veterinary
Technician program began at Beebe this fall. Forty-three students have already enrolled. We hope to have a new build-
ing at the ASU-Beebe Farm by fall 2008 to house this program. Arkansas veterinarians and the Arkansas Vetetinary
Medical Association have been very supportive of our efforts to establish the only veterinary technician program in
the state. The Beebe campus also began an associate degree in Creative Arts this fall. This program is for artistic peo-
ple who want to develop their artistic talents as well as their administrative and marketing skills so they can operate
their own businesses. The Criminal Justice associate degree, started last fall, has over 80 students. Last fall we also
started a Pharmacy Technician program, primarily at the Searcy campus, and it has had a full class every semester.

At Heber Springs, the Certificate in Welding has been popular, so an associate degree has been added. The
new associate degree in Hospitality Administration and the new certificate of proficiency in Petroleum Technology
show great promise.

The ASU-Jonesboro Center on the Beebe campus, with cight baccalaureate and three masters programs, con-
dnues to grow. Over 300 students enrolled last year and 138 received degrees on Beebes campus.

During the last academic year, ASU-Beebe taught credit courses to more than 6,700 different students and
non-credit programs to more than 5,000 people.
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ASU-Beebe Recognizes Alumni and Friends

By Colbie Moody

Recipients of ASU-Beebe’s Alumni and Service Awards pictured. I'ront row (left to right): Linda Jenkins, Jeannie Lindsey, Dr. Dianne Tiner, Dr. Eugene
McKay, Brenda Shurley, Cathy Foff. Back row (left to right): Michael McCarty, Doyle Slaten, Marvin Jones, Garth Martin, Lance Wright, Tracy French,

Jim Havnes, Tom Jenkins, Dr. Ruth Couch, Bob Lashlee.

A tkansas State University-Beebe presented its
first alumni and service awards at the 80th Anniversary
ASU-Beebe
solicited nominations for a year from the community,

Alumni Awards and Banquet March 31.

institution, and former students and a committee of
nine persons selected the recipients.
ALUMNI SERVICE AWARD

Tom Jenkins, of Beebe, received the Alumni Service
Award for service to his community through his profes-
sional career and personal interests. After obtaining
degrees from ASU-Beebe and UCA, Mr. Jenkins began
a 206-vear career with the Arkansas Department of
Health.

board member and volunteer to many organizations that

He has shown his dedication by serving as

serve Central Arkansas.

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD
er students of ASU-Beebe who exhibit
exemplary character, success in their chosen professions,

Honors form

University, and societv. One recipient was chosen from
each decade:

Garth Martin (1940s), of Little Rock, attended
ASU-Beebe from 1948-1950 and graduated from
Hendrix College. He has been a major donor to ASU-
Beebe and Hendrix and he was chairman of ASU-
Beebe’s Vision 2000 Campaign to furnish the student
He has also served on the ASU-Beebe
Development Council since its inception in 1997.

Doyle Slaten (1950s), of Seatcy, dedicated his
life to providing opportunities for vocational and techni-

center.

cal education. When Foothills Vocational-Technical
School opened in Searcy in 1960, Slaten served as busi-
ness manager and then president. He also served as pres-
ident of the state’s Vocational Technical Director’
Association and helped lobby for opportunities in voca-
tional education.

Linda Jenkins (1960s), of Beebe, was selected
for a graduate program at Harvard University for aspit-
ing teachers. Once back at home she dedicated more
than 28 years to teaching high school science to the stu-
dents of Beebe Public Schools and eight years here in
the Math and Science Division at ASU-Beebe.

continned on pg. 7
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Edited by Melissa Jenkins from the History of ASU-Becbe
i The College at Beebe began as the Junior Agricultural
School of Central Arkansas in 1927.

Dr. WH. “Bill” Abington, a Beebe doctor and influen-

tial member of the General Assembly, managed to pass leg-

islation establishing an agricultural school in central
Arkansas. The Abington brothers donated much of the
land for the school.

Classes began in 1931, with 38 students entolled. Mr.
William R. Curry was hired as supervisor of the schools of
Beebe and head of the agricultural school.

The first class graduated in the spring of 1933. Tuition

was $7 per semester and room and board was $11 a month.
The college continued in the 1930’ and 1940’s with
small enrollments, but Doc. Bill managed to keep the appro-

priations coming. Out of Tranklin Roosevelt’s New Deal
came State Hall, still the administration building for the cam-
pus. The building was started in the mid-30’s and finished in
1939.

Basketball was popular in the “40s and ‘50s. There were

men’s and women’s teams, and it is believed to be the only
college in Arkansas that awarded basketball scholarships at

that time.

In the early ‘50s, the board began trying to secure the
future of the college by secking association with a senior col-
lege. Mr. B.E. Whitmore, president, and members of the
board visited Dr. Carl Reng, president of Arkansas State
College in Jonesboro, to discuss a possible merger. They had
previously approached the University of Arkansas and State
Teachers’ College (now UCA), without success.

Junior Agricultural College of Central Arkansas

became a branch campus of Arkansas State July 1, 1955.

Before the merger, the college and the Beebe Public
School system had shared facilities. With the merger, the col-
lege had to separate its property from the high school and
could operate only its facilities. Also, the women’s basketball
program, run by Boyd Johnson, was dissolved because there
was not a similar program at Arkansas State College. Despite

always being known as an

Men’s Basketball Team, 1
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