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Message from the Chancellor

COMPLETING THE MASTER PLANS

ASU-Beebe, with campuses at Beebe, Searcy, Heber Springs, and
programs at the Little Rock Air Base, has completed its reorganization to
promote efficiency and quality control that will enable us to deliver more
services to students and the communities we serve with minimum dupli-
cations of overhead operational expenses. With the help of architects, fac-
ulty, staff, and local citizens, we have developed master plans for ASU-
Beebe, including ASU-Heber Springs and ASU-Searcy.

For ASU-Heber Springs, master planning has been completed and
construction has begun on two new buildings at the base of beautiful
Sugarloaf Mountain, just east of Heber Springs, at a cost of over
$18,000,000. One building is a science/technology classroom building and
the other is an administration/student support services building. Total
square footage is over 76,000 square feet. Both should be ready for stu-
dents by fall 2007. We graduated 76 associate degree students and 11 tech-
nical certificate students at the May graduation in Heber Springs. We are
Dr. Eugene McKay planning to expand the curriculum with programs related to tourism, the

environment, and areas related to the lake. We are seeking approval for a new Associate of Applied
Science in Hospitality Administration.

We have completed the master plan for ASU-Searcy, a Technical Campus of ASU-Beebe, and
will develop the campus in four phases, depending on growth and funding. The total cost to add
space to double the enrollment would cost about $12,000,000 and would involve four phases of con-
struction. During the past two years, we have spent over $300,000 renovating the current buildings,
including replacing roofs, mechanical systems, and bathrooms. The major expansions of curriculum
for the Searcy campus are expected to be in associate of applied science degrees, especially in
career/technical areas and allied health. We are currently seeking approval for a certificate and asso-
ciate degree in pharmacy technology.

At the Beebe campus, we are building a $13,000,000 science building to meet increased
demands of our students for science programs. It will be a 60,000 square foot building and should
meet our growth needs for science for several years. We have expanded our curriculum with an asso-
ciate degree in criminal justice effective fall 2006 and a veterinary technology associate degree begin-
ning in fall 2007.

Our enrollment at the Little Rock Air Force Base is improving, but is still much lower than pre-
911 enrollment. The building of a new education center at the Base should enable us to have larg-
er classes and thus to operate more efficiently. ASU-Beebe has offered programs at the Base since
1965 and is committed to providing for the special educational needs of the military.

ASU-Beebe enrolled over 4,000 students this spring at our campuses in Beebe, Searcy, Heber
Springs, and at the Little Rock Air Force Base. We continue to be a leader in the production of asso-
ciate degrees among Arkansas two-year colleges with over 400 degrees so far this year. Approximately
two-out-of-three of our graduates plan to continue their education. According to an out-of-state study
just completed, ASU-Beebe has a $316,000,000 annual socio-economic impact on the area we serve.

ASU-Beebe remains a student-centered, service-oriented university eager to help make central
Arkansas a better place for people to live, work, and receive a quality education.
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ASU-Beebe and ASU-Heber Springs Break Ground

By Colbie Moody

Arkansas State University-
Beebe and ASU-Heber Springs
recently celebrated groundbreak-
ing ceremonies for new facilities.

At the Heber Springs cere-
mony held April 7, 2006, Dr. Diane
Tiner, vice chancellor of ASU-
Heber Springs, was joined on stage
by Senator Bob Johnson, Dr. Eu-
gene McKay, chancellor of ASU-
Beebe, Dr. Les Wyatt, president of
ASU, Jim Pickens, chairman of ASU
Board of Trustees, Steve Storm,
assistant professor of math and sci-
ence, Claude Dill, Cleburne
County Judge, and Lisa Bly, stu-
dent at ASU-Heber Springs.

Senator Bob Johnson spoke
of the importance of ASU-Heber
Springs in Cleburne County and
the determination of the communi-
ty to help establish it. ASU Board
of Trustee Members Florine
Milligan of Forrest City and Mike
Gipson of Osceola were present as
well as architects from the Wilcox
Group and contractors from
Baldwin and Shell.

“We are very excited about
the new campus. The ground-
breaking was a wonderful event to
celebrate the fulfillment of a dream
come true for Cleburne County.
We look forward to the expanded
facilities which will allow us to
serve more students and increase
opportunities,” said Tiner.

From left: Wesley Walls, Wilcox Group; Steve Kinzler, Wilcox Group; Steve Storm,
Assistant Professor Math and Science; Mike Gipson, ASU Board of Trustees; Lisa Bly,
Student at ASU-Heber Springs; Dianne Tiner, Vice Chancellor for ASU-Heber Springs;
Doug Henson, Baldwin & Shell (standing behind Tiner); Claude Dill, Cleburne County
Judge; Les Wyatt, President, ASU; Jim Pickens, Chairman, ASU Board of Trustees;
Eugene McKay, Chancellor, ASU-Beebe; Florine Milligan, ASU Board of Trustees; Bob
Shell, Baldwin & Shell; Senator Bob Johnson at the groundbreaking ceremony.

From left: Jerry Carlisle, Mike Gibson, Representative Bill Stovall, Senator John Paul
Capps, Lt. Col. Dallas Wood, Florine Milligan, Jim Pickens, Lonnie Williams, President
of Nabholz Construction, Representative Mark Pate, Mike Medlock, Senator Bobby
Glover, Dr. Eugene McKay, Dr. Les Wyatt, Representative Lenville Evans, Representative
Leroy Dangeau, Senator Shane Broadway, David Sargent, architect at Witsell Evans
Rasco, and Senator Tim Woolridge.

“Creating a college is a once in a life-time opportunity. This has been a group effort involving
many people, including several groups within Cleburne County. We are glad to have been a part of

this effort,” said McKay.

The new campus, located at the bottom of Sugarloaf Mountain, will consist of a Science and

Technology Building and an Administration and Student Service Building.

ASU-Heber Springs

received $1.1 million in General Improvement money to begin construction on the campus. The com-

pletion date is set for fall 2007.

continued on page 6
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